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Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Give thanks to the Lord, who is good, whose steadfast love endures forever.  

– Psalm 136:1 

 Thank you. Thank you for all of your prayers and support. Thank you for being a 

faithful, loving, and committed congregation. Thank you and Merry Christmas! 

 Claire’s surgery went well, and the test results were negative. We feel like we have 

been swinging on a pendulum. At first, it seemed to be nothing, then an MRI raised the 

specter of cancer, and now that fear is over. I give thanks that she is ok. 

 As I said last month, we wrestle with God through prayer. This is important. While 

this time, the results were what we wanted, it isn’t always so. Many prayed when my 

father had an aneurysm and my mother had a stroke, but there was no miracle. I give 

thanks for what time I had with them, though I am sad my children did not know them.   

I even feel some guilt about Claire, as many of you struggle with illness, cancer, 

and grief. When checking on us, some of you shared your own news with me for the 

first time. Now, I wrestle with God for you, praying for you and your healing – your 

wholeness. I give thanks to God for each of you, and I give thanks for a God with whom 

I can wrestle. 

Psalm 136 repeats that the Lord’s “steadfast love endures forever,” listing God’s 

deeds, many of which are redemption found only after oppression, pain, and suffering. 

True gratitude is difficult. Can we give thanks for God, when God feels distant? 

Can we give thanks to God for one another, when so many relationships are strained? 

Can we give thanks for God’s creation and redemption, when sin and death are still 

present and causing so much suffering? Yes, we can. But I acknowledge that it isn’t easy. 

Still, gratitude can be a choice. We can give thanks in what we say and what 

we do – even when we lack emotions of gratitude. It’s easy for me to be giddy right 

now and thankful in regard to Claire. Yet when I look out on a divided country and 

international strife, and I am reminded of all that you and so many are facing, the 

feelings fade, and gratitude then becomes a choice to persevere. 

As we move from Thanksgiving to Advent and into Christmas, I pray that we 

will persevere with one another, and find the time to give thanks to the Lord, because 

God’s steadfast love – that never-ending love – truly is with us always.                 – Drew  

http://www.shelbypres.org/
mailto:info@shelbypres.org
mailto:erin@shelbypres.org
mailto:rainbow@shelbypres.org


                                                      
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

From the Desk of Carol Ann 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Going on at SPC?! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



December has snuck up on all of us!  

It’s the most wonderful time of the year, a time to celebrate the birth 

of Jesus, spend time with family and friends, give and receive gifts, and 

so much more.  

This month we will bake cookies, create Christmas crafts, decorate 

some ornaments, and prepare for our Christmas program! You can hear 

the children at Rainbow singing Christmas songs and talking with their 

friends about the magic of Christmas.  

As always, we are forever grateful for your support of Rainbow 

Connection, we are truly blessed.  
 

“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, 

because he will save his people from their sins.” 

(Matthew 1:21) 

- Abby Goins 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/finddrive
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/finddrive
https://bit.ly/?SPCblood22
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Member Care 
 

Happy Birthday! 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

SPC Reports & Minutes 
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SHELBY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH – DECEMBER 2024 
 
 

                 SUNDAY                            MONDAY                      TUESDAY                    WEDNESDAY                  THURSDAY                   FRIDAY               SATURDAY 

1st Sunday of Advent                      1 

Five-Cents-A-Meal Offering 
Children’s Nativity Play 
Richard Hart preaching 
• 9:00 Sunday School  
•10:00 Worship in Sanctuary     
  & livestreaming on YouTube     
  & Facebook. 
• 11:00 Handbell Choir 
• 4:30 Advent Family Kit Pickup  

• 9:30 Hot Lunch         2 

            Ministry 
 

• 6:00 Discipleship    
            Ministry 
 

• 7:00 Boy Scouts 
 

• 8:00 AA 

3 
 

• 10:30 Staff Meeting  
 

• 7:00 Worship & Music 

 4 
• 11:00 Member Life    
 

• 6:00 Hanging of the 
Green 
 

• 7:00 Choir 

 
 

 5 
 

• 7:00 Men’s                  
             Breakfast   
 

• 8:00 AA & Al-Anon 

6                   
 

 
 

                 7 
 

• Habitat Women 
Build 

 

2nd Sunday of Advent                     8 
Handbell Choir Ringing 
• 9:00 Sunday School  
•10:00 Worship in Sanctuary     
  & livestreaming on YouTube     
  & Facebook. 

9                        
• 9:30 Hot Lunch 
            Ministry 
 

• 1:00 Clerk’s Council  
 

• 7:00 Boy Scouts 
 

• 8:00 AA 

                                     10 
• 10:30 Staff Meeting  
 

 

                                11 
• 11:00 Rainbow 
Cmte. 
 

• Wednesday Night  
  Supper & Caroling 
 

• 7:00 Choir 

                             12 
 

• 12:00 Finance Cmte. 
 

• 6:00 Mission &  
            Ministry 
 

• 8:00 AA & Al-Anon 

 

                     13 
 

 

14 
 
• Habitat Women 
Build 
 

• 9:00 Back Parlor 
Reserved 

3rd  Sunday of Advent             15 
Joy Offering 
• 9:00 Sunday School  
•10:00 Worship in Sanctuary     
  & livestreaming on YouTube     
  & Facebook. 
• 11:00 Dot’s Birthday Party 
• 5:00 Youth Christmas Party 

Newsletters Due 16 
 

 

• 9:30 Hot Lunch 
            Ministry 
 

• 7:00 Boy Scouts 
 

• 8:00 AA 

                             17 
• 10:30 Staff Meeting  
 

• 1:00 Blood Drive 
 

• 5:30 Personnel 
 

• 6:30 Joint Session & 
Diaconate Meeting 

      18 

 

• 7:00 Choir 
 

      19 

• 11:30 Rainbow’s 
Christmas Program 
 

• 8:00 AA & Al-Anon 

20 

 
 

21 
 

• 7:00 Longest 
Night Service 

4th Sunday of Advent              22 

Chancel Choir Cantata 
Communion 
• 9:00 Sunday School 
•10:00 Worship in Sanctuary     
  & livestreaming on YouTube     
  & Facebook. 
• 5:30 Light Ball Dash 

23 
• 9:30 Hot Lunch 
            Ministry 
 

• 7:00 Boy Scouts 
 

• 8:00 AA  

Christmas Eve        24 
 

Church Office Closed 
 

• 5:00 Christmas Eve 
Service 
 

• 11:00 Christmas Eve 
Service 

Christmas Day   25 
 

Church Office Closed 
 

  

26 
 

Church Office Closed 
 
• 8:00 AA & Al-Anon  

27 
 

Church Office 
Closed 

 
 

 

28 
 

1st Sunday of Christmas           29 
• 9:00 Sunday School 
•10:00 Worship in Sanctuary     
  & livestreaming on YouTube     
  & Facebook. 

30 
Office Hours 9:00 – 2:00 
 

31 
Office Hours 9:00 – 2:00 
 

 
 

   

 


