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Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Years ago, my wife and | frequented a restaurant that had no menu, one chef, only an
occasional waiter, sporadic hours, and only a handful of seats. It was hardly the model for
a successful restaurant. We loved it.

That occasional waiter would say, “We may not be fast, but we are slow,” and this
made room for unparalleled hospitality in a kitchen, where the chef made adventurous
dishes inspired by local produce and their world travels. She made your meal to order and
sold some of the best baked goods I've ever tasted (oh, the Challah). You could come in,
make some teaq, hear a story about the food being prepared, and be a part of the family.

Last month, at the officer retreat, the theme for your elders and deacons was to “focus
on our strengths.” We drew on Romans 12, where the Apostle Paul says we have many
gifts, given to us by grace, encouraging us to do what we are gifted to do.

Unfortunately, insecurities often cause us to compare ourselves to others, or fixate on
our weaknesses and the weaknesses of others. We fail to recognize and use gifts already
given to us by the grace of God. When others excel, we judge ourselves for falling short.
Likewise, we judge those struggling with something we have conquered.

Judgmental comparison is part of what it means to be conformed to this age. If we are
to be transformed, we must offer ourselves to God, not by being perfect, but by being
humble enough to contribute from what God has given us. This is true worship.

The restaurant fell short in many categories we use to judge restaurants. Likewise, each
of us falls short being a “good Christian.” However, just as the restaurant leaned into its
home-like atmosphere and storytelling, God has given you gifts. Rather than focusing on
sins and shortcomings, striving to be perfect, we are called to recognize God’s grace
and love for us and do more with our gifts. This is not a license to sin, but an opportunity
to crowd sin out through our relationship with God and one another.

The skills and talents of our church members have already established this church in its
work to reconcile the world to God in Christ. Yet, some of you are not yet fully engaged
in service to the church. This may be because no existing ministry fits your strengths, or
because no one has recommended your strengths for an existing ministry.

If you have an ideq, please share it with me, or another elder or deacon. If you
see a gift in someone else, please be sure to encourage them and refer them to me,
or another elder or deacon to be part of an existing ministry. Together, we can build
on what God has given us and live into our calling in the ministry of reconciliation.

- Drew
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t he Desk of Carol

| am a collector. Some may say hoarder but | prefer collector. I'm a collector of many things but the
area where things collect in my house is my bathroom. When | come home from a trip, the bag goes in the
middle of the floor begging to be unpacked and the collecting starts. Bag after bag....

My high school friend Leslie, a real estate agent, is total opposite of me. NEAT freak and throws
everything away. She wanted to use me as an example. If listing your house, one must get it ready to sell. We
talk all the time about my bathroom and how | want to be organized but | have too much stuff in there and it
drives Joel crazy. She brought her team in with cameras and containers and WE went to work on my bathroom.
She was teaching her crew how to stage a space but she was freeing me of the weight of my collections. We
emptied every bag, drawer, cabinet and she helped me purge the things out of date, the bottles | was going
to refill, the 5 billion cotton balls and the 50 zillion containers of miracle cream. Really, who needs 12 unused
containers of deodorant? We worked for 8 hours and it was done. The room that caused me so much anxiety
was now a sanctuary of peace for me. Everything in the bathroom now serves a purpose. Things are not just
taking up space. My bathroom is not the only thing in need of a good cleaning. Often my heart also requires
some purging.

We must be in the habit of looking deep into ourselves to rid our hearts of any thoughts, habits, or feelings
that are making us dingy and dull: envy, jealousy, hatred, discontentment, impatience, unkindness, or revenge.
When these things reside in our hearts, we are not making room for the things that matter. Love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, faithfulness, gentleness, goodness and self-control.

It is not time for spring cleaning but it is always time to purge.

- Carol Ann

Start the New Year with a Sunday School Class New Studies are starting February!

New Member Class (Upper Room) — A 4-week course with Pastor Drew to study our Christian Faith, what it
means to be Presbyterian, and what it means to be a member of Shelby Presbyterian Church.

F3 Class (Room 205) — Adam Hamilton guides us, step by step, through the last 24 hours of Jesus' life in his
popular, heartbreaking, and inspiring book. Retrace the day that changed human history in a straightforward

yet easy, conversational style that speaks to both long-time Christians and those who are simply curious about
the story of Christ’s crucifixion.

Kerygma (Narthex Parlor ) -lead by Doug Bryan is the journey through the gospel of Mark to make the story
of Jesus relevant to your life with the help of NT “Tom” Wright, a leading New Testament Scholar.

Christian Issues Class (Back Parlor) -William R. Cook presents the lives and contexts of more than 20 notable
followers of Jesus who have practiced and preached their beliefs for centuries from every period of church
history and from nearly every continent.

SPC Nursery Volunteers

Our nursery is growing, and we drkessed to have Linds:i
Carter (Nursery Director) and Lilly Hamilton (Nursery Assis |
as part of our church staff. We are also blessed on Sundz | for meals together. Each
have a growing need for volunteers to help our staff with 1 | Y group will have 6-8
caregiving for our little ones. SPC SUPPER people  (families and

Sometimeswe find little bumps in the road (mysterior = CLUBS
ways) where God can use us. Perhaps He wants YOU to he
care of our little ones by being a volunteer to help our st
There is a need for volunteers.so please consider sharing } ‘| |
occasional Sunday Maing in the nursery as we nurture al Il ;
tend to our most precious flock. Use the link to sign https: / /forms.gle /aJC2w5TL9s8Thal16
https://forms.gle/dCrhJviAMWbRzMi39

SUPPER CLUB!

Groups will meet monthly

STARTING SOON

singles included as well).
ool oy 4 | Use the Google form to
‘ | sign-up or call the church
| office to sign up.



https://forms.gle/dCrhJvj4MWbRzMi39
https://forms.gle/gJC2w5TL9s8ThgJ16

Thanks for Signing up to
Cook Youth Supper

February 5—Claire McCullough
February 12—Christie Martin

February 19 —NO YOUTH
Pancakes on Monday

February 26 - Jim & Susan McConnell




